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NEW 250,000 JOBS TARGET TO BOOST OPPORTUNITY 
FOR WORKERS AND PROMOTE TRADES ACROSS NSW  

 
NSW will remain the economic powerhouse of Australia with NSW Premier Gladys 
Berejiklian today announcing the NSW Liberals & Nationals Government will create 
250,000 new jobs in the next four years. 
 
With NSW boasting the lowest unemployment rate on record of just 3.9 percent, 
Western Sydney and regional NSW will be a key focus of the new jobs target. Two 
vocational high schools and two additional Productivity Bootcamps will be established 
to help young people build skills and kick-start careers. 
 
“We have created more than 600,000 jobs since 2011 – more than any other state – 
and smashed our last four year jobs target of 150,000 by adding more than 420,000 
new jobs,” Ms Berejiklian said. 
 
“We are prioritising young people trying to get in to a trade with the bootcamp program 
and at the same time giving those whose ambition is to learn a trade the opportunity 
to do so through new vocational high schools.” 
 
The vocational high schools will be located in Western Sydney and on the North Coast. 
Up to $17 million is earmarked for each site to fund construction of specialist training 
facilities at two existing schools. 
 
The two schools will train students in skills in demand by local employers and industry 
requirements and allow them to study a trade while completing the HSC. Courses may 
include construction, electro-technology, hospitality, metal and engineering and 
primary industries. 
 
The successful Productivity Bootcamp program will also expand to two more locations 
in Western Sydney and the South Coast.  
 
Already operating at Quakers Hill and Penrith, the program provides fully-subsidised 
skills training to help young people secure a career in the construction industry. 
 
Over an intensive eight-week program Productivity Bootcamp participants work on-
site of a major NSW infrastructure project. Essentials life skills such as effective 
communications, work ethic and time management are also honed at TAFE NSW. 



Deputy Premier and Minister for Skills John Barilaro said, that as a former tradie, he 
knew first-hand many of the pressures faced by students considering a trade. 
 
“We are doing more to support our young people to assure them that a trade is both a 
credible and rewarding career option,” Mr Barilaro said.  
 
“The concept is truly exciting because it brings together the best of traditional learning 
associated with the HSC and the hands-on skills that will allow our tradies of tomorrow 
to kick-start their careers.” 
 
Ms Berejiklian said the key to creating 250,000 more jobs was an ironclad guarantee 
by the Liberals & Nationals to complete all employment-generating infrastructure 
projects such the F6 extension, Western Harbour Tunnel, Metro West, Metro South 
West and WestConnex. 
 
“Our record infrastructure pipeline has been the key driver for this jobs growth and we 
simply cannot afford to take our foot off the pedal,” Ms Berejiklian said. 
 
Treasurer Dominic Perrottet said only the sound economic management of the 
Liberals & Nationals would ensure NSW continues to prosper and grow.  
 
"We have managed to get NSW back on track after Labor consistently delivered an 
unemployment rate higher than the national average,” Mr Perrottet said. 
 
“Now Labor’s failed former Finance Minister Michael Daley is threatening to cancel 
this Government’s vital job creation infrastructure projects. 
 
“One of the few costed policies they have released is their promise to abandon our 
payroll tax cuts. The consequence of that are higher cost to small business and fewer 
jobs as a result. Labor doesn’t have a plan for NSW - only a hit list.” 
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