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Preface





This Government has a clear commitment to fairness and equality, a desire to see a decent and dignified life for all people and a goal of attaining a truly civil and just society.





The social justice agenda this Government is setting will be of clear importance for the rest of the country.  There is an immense responsibility involved in our being, for a time, the sole Labor Government in Australia.  It gives New South Wales the opportunity to demonstrate the importance of a clear social justice strategy in achieving long lasting change and a fairer and richer society.





Our Government will soon be releasing its social justice directions paper.  This paper will outline the Government’s broad approach and detail reforms to government processes designed to improve social justice outcomes.  It will reveal strategies to tackle areas of manifest social injustice.





The directions paper will place an emphasis on promoting the fullest opportunities for people to participate in the community, be consulted on decisions that affect them and enjoy an enhanced quality of life.





The 1996-97 Budget also reflects this emphasis.  This Statement outlines new education and training measures so that people from all backgrounds and circumstances will have better access to the knowledge and skills they need to participate fully in the community.





The Budget also provides for increased access to health services, particularly for people with mental illness and for rural and Aboriginal communities.  The unequal outcomes experienced by Aboriginal people compared to the general population is of great concern.  This Statement details a number of initiatives to help redress this, including the implementation of the Aboriginal Education Policy.





Other new Budget measures will ensure that people with a disability, ethnic groups and older people are more fully included in the life of the community.  The Statement also contains further initiatives for women, families and young people, and it adds to the substantial package of measures recently announced to protect children against abuse, with further initiatives to support families and children.





The Statement builds on the commitments made in last year’s Budget and includes a report on outcomes to date from these commitments.  We commend the Carr Government’s second Social Justice Budget Statement to you.











Bob Carr								Andrew Refshauge


Premier								Deputy Premier
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1.	INTRODUCTION








THE NSW APPROACH TO SOCIAL JUSTICE





Social justice is one of the New South Wales Labor Government’s four key themes, along with its commitments to economic development, environmental protection and financial responsibility.  The Government’s objective is to enhance the well-being of the community through developing and implementing all of its policies in line with these four themes, as interdependent and mutually reinforcing policies.





Social justice means the attainment of a fairer society.  This requires fairness in the distribution of resources, rights and opportunities in order to foster a society where people enjoy greater equity, freedom and security.





The major aim of the Government’s social justice strategy is to enhance equity between individuals and groups in our community.  The Government aims to ensure that all people, but especially those who are vulnerable or disadvantaged, have genuine opportunities and the means to make choices in everyday life.





Social justice is relevant to all areas of government.  The broad scope of the Government’s conception of social justice also means that it is not, and cannot be, a responsibility that only rests with governments.  Every member of a society not only has rights, but obligations and responsibilities to help improve our quality of life.  Social justice is therefore an issue for the community as a whole, and social justice objectives can only be achieved if the community and government work in partnership.  





State governments have a leading role to play in enhancing social justice within the framework of Australia’s Federal system.  The States are close to their communities and have the major responsibility for the delivery of the nation’s public services, including education, health care, housing, urban planning, transport, community and legal services.  Through their direction and management of these basic public services, the States are critical to fostering greater equality of opportunity and outcomes for people.  The States also have a wider role to play, as many important advancements in social justice can only be achieved through all of Australia’s governments entering into co-operative national arrangements.  








THE NSW SOCIAL JUSTICE STRATEGY





The Government has instituted a range of measures to ensure that its social justice strategy is clear and coherent, and implemented in a coordinated manner.  The main central initiative has been the establishment of the Cabinet Committee on Social Justice.  The Cabinet Committee oversees and coordinates the development and implementation of the Government’s social justice policies and strategies, both in the short and longer term, and is chaired by the Deputy Premier.  The establishment of this Committee was a major step in overcoming past compartmentalised approaches to social policy development and monitoring.  





The social justice strategy is based on the application of four social justice principles determined by the Cabinet Committee:





Equity:	there should be fairness in the distribution of resources, particularly for those most in need;





Rights:	equality of rights should be established and promoted, and there should be improved accountability for decision makers;





Access:	all people should have fairer access to the economic resources, services and rights essential to improving their quality of life;





Participation:	all people should have the fullest possible opportunity to genuinely participate in the community and be consulted on decisions which affect their lives.





Through the practical application of these principles, NSW will become a richer society: richer in terms of social cohesiveness, well-being, lifestyles and culture.  The application of the principles will also enhance the State’s economic performance, as good economic outcomes can not only pay for, but depend upon good social outcomes.





These principles will underpin a major social justice directions paper to be released in 1996.  The Cabinet Committee on Social Justice is overseeing preparation of this paper, which will present the Government’s longer term social justice strategy, including its social justice priorities.





The Government has also established the Social Justice Reference Group, which is the first body of its kind in NSW.  The Reference Group is serviced by The Cabinet Office and reports to the Premier through the Deputy Premier on matters referred to it by the Government.  It is the main source of community advice to the Government on major and strategic social justice issues. 








PURPOSE OF THE STATEMENT





The Social Justice Budget Statement is a key part of the Government’s social justice strategy.  The first New South Wales Social Justice Budget Statement was released with the Budget papers in October 1995.  Further Social Justice Budget Statements will be released annually to identify the principal social policy initiatives for the coming year.  





Each Budget will be informed by the Government’s social justice strategy.  The forthcoming release of the Government’s social justice directions paper will enable Social Justice Budget Statements to more fully outline how the social justice strategy is linked to the formulation of the year’s Budget priorities. 





This Statement builds on the initial 1995 Budget Statement by providing an account of the outcomes from the previous year.





Reporting on the achievement of the social justice strategy will also be further refined with each Budget Statement as the Government further develops an outcomes approach to the delivery of its programs and services.  The Government will progressively ensure that, where relevant and practical, policy objectives are stated in terms of the measurable outcomes to be achieved.





The Social Justice Reference Group will have an important role to play in the development of the social justice strategy, including the forthcoming social justice directions paper.  It will also assist with monitoring the achievement of the objectives and commitments contained within the strategy.  It should be noted that the Reference Group has not been involved in the formulation of the 1996-97 Budget Statement.  In future years it is anticipated that the Group will have the opportunity to give full consideration to detailed reporting on the strategy. 
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