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Overview





Agency�
Forecast


1995-96�
Estimate


1996-97�



Variation�
�



�
$m�
$m�
%�
�
Department of Fair Trading�
�
�
�
�
Current Payments 	�
...�
80.3�
n.a.�
�
Capital Payments 	�
...�
0.7�
n.a.�
�
HomeFund Commissioner’s Office�
�
�
�
�
Current Payments 	�
2.7�
0.9�
(-) 66.7�
�
Capital Payments 	�
...�
...�
...�
�
Department for Women�
�
�
�
�
Current Payments 	�
6.2�
4.5�
(-) 27.4�
�
Capital Payments 	�
0.1�
0.1�
...�
�
Total, Minister for Fair Trading and Minister for Women 	�



...�



86.5�



...�
�



Current payments for this portfolio are expected to total $85.7 million in 1996�97.





Reduced funding to the HomeFund Commissioner’s Office reflects the anticipated completion of the investigation of complaints by 31 October 1996, while  decreased payments by the Department for Women allows for the transfer of the Women’s Court Assistance Program to the Legal Aid Commission.








Department of fair trading





Expenditure Trends and Recent Developments





The Department of Fair Trading was established last year through the amalgamation of the activities of the former Department of Consumer Affairs with those of the Office of Real Estate Services, the Registry of Co�operatives, the Motor Vehicle Repair Industry Council and the Building Services Corporation.  The merger of the consumer and business services previously provided by these agencies will result in the creation of an organisation better equipped to meet today’s fair trading challenges and provide a comprehensive and integrated service to the people of New South Wales.





Total payments by the Department are estimated at $81 million for 1996�97, an increase of 3.8 per cent on comparative expenditures in 1995�96.


�
Strategic Directions





The strategic intent of the Department of Fair Trading is for New South Wales to be recognised for value and fairness in the marketplace.  This will be achieved by -





delivering services to foster fairness and ethical trading in the marketplace;


developing conditions which create equity and balance in the relationship between traders and consumers; and


being a leader within Australasia in developing and implementing policy which creates an active, competitive marketplace.





1996-97 Budget





Current Payments





Key initiatives in 1996-97 include -





the new Pawnbrokers and Second�hand Dealers Bill to ensure the rights of those seeking loans are protected, assist police in restricting the trade in stolen property and facilitate the return of stolen property to its rightful owners;


the expected commencement of the new Strata Titles Act in January 1997.  Changes under this legislation relate mainly to disputes processes, increases in the insurance and building upkeep responsibilities of the body corporate, improved meeting provisions, more flexible and appropriate by�laws and increased penalties for non�compliance;


$514,000 for financial counselling which, coupled with approximately $486,000 from the Financial Counselling Trust Fund, will provide a total of $1,000,000 for services this year;


establishment of a state wide Aboriginal consumer rights and responsibilities information program to educate Aborigines of their consumer rights, and traders of the cultural differences of their Aboriginal customers; and


the establishment of Fair Trading Centres in metropolitan and country areas to provide regional communities with access to the full range of Departmental services.





Capital Payments





The Department’s capital works program of $729,000 provides for the replacement of minor computer and other equipment.


�
homefund commissioner’s office





The HomeFund Commissioner’s Office was established in May 1993 to assess the merits of complaints made against the Fund, whether the complainants were entitled to any legal remedy and to determine the value of any compensation applicable.





By April 1996 the Office had received 8,325 complaints.  The costs associated with any determinations made by the Commissioner concerning those complaints are met from surplus funds in the housing portfolio and do not impact on the Consolidated Fund. 





1996-97 Budget





It is anticipated that the investigation of complaints by the Office will be completed by 31 October 1996 and the work of the HomeFund Commissioner will be finalised shortly thereafter.  A budget of $869,000 has been allocated to the Office for administrative purposes.








department for women





The Department for Women was established in April 1995.  It provides policy advice to the Government on issues of concern to women as well as providing leadership and direction in shaping whole of Government policy, programs and services for women.  The Department also performs a community education function and $320,000 has been provided for a Women’s Information and Referral Service.





1996-97 Budget





Current Payments





The Department is working with the Premier’s Council for Women, established in October 1995, to create a whole of Government framework to link key portfolios which impact on women.  The emphasis is on a coordinated approach across private, public and community sectors to generate the best outcomes for women in New South Wales.





The Department has estimated total payments of $4.6 million in 1996�97.  Funding of $1 million for the Women's Grant Program will continue.  The NSW Women's Court Assistance Program, which began in 1995�96, will now be administered by the Legal Aid Commission.





Capital Payments





The Department for Women’s capital program allocation of $80,000 provides for the upgrade and replacement of computer equipment to fulfil the Department’s office automation program.
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