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CONGESTION BUSTING KEY TO REDUCING BURDEN ON NSW 
FAMILIES AND BUSINESS 

 
NSW Treasurer Andrew Constance has assured commuters that new forecasts for the impact of 
congestion on Sydney’s urban road and rail corridors can be avoided with significant investments 
in infrastructure projects being undertaken by the NSW Liberals & Nationals Government. 
 
The Treasurer says an overview of transport constraints conducted by NSW Treasury evaluates 
the economic impact on the state, should the road and rail network not grow to increase capacity. 
By 2031, commuters would lose up to 264 hours every year in congestion. On 2013 figures, that is 
an increase of 43% in the hours lost in traffic. 
 
On current analysis, congestion is costing the State’s economy $5.1 billion a year or $1,100 per 
person. By 2020, it will cost NSW $8.8 billion a year. That cost is calculated on higher travel times 
and higher vehicle operating costs associated with fuel. 
 
“What we won’t do is idly stand by watching the city and NSW choke on congestion. The ‘do-
nothing’ approach is not an option”, Mr Constance said. 
 
“We have already started on the largest urban road and rail project in Australia – the 33 kilometre 
WestConnex Motorway and the North West Rail Link. Work has started on both projects which will 
eventually change the way thousands of people get to and from home each day”, Treasurer 
Constance said. 
 
“But we understand more needs to be done – and that’s exactly what will happen should we be 
given the green light by voters next March to rebuild NSW. 
 
“We have a responsibility to keep Sydney and NSW liveable and open for business, and that’s 
exactly the mandate we are seeking. 
 
“Other large-scale projects like extending Sydney’s light rail network, and the NorthConnex 
motorway are now reaching key milestones. There’s a major pipeline of work underway that will 
transform commuting and the NSW economy”, Mr Constance said. 
 
“We’re well underway, and the Rebuilding NSW Package announced in June will continue the 
progress. If the community gives a tick to the government’s plans to lease the electricity 
distributors in March, the backlog of other much-needed infrastructure projects will be significantly 
reduced. 
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