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NSW RETAIL SALES STRONGEST OF MAINLAND STATES 
 
NSW Treasurer Mike Baird today said retail sales continue to provide a welcome boost to 
the NSW economy, as NSW recorded the strongest sales growth in October of the 
mainland states. 
 
The latest retail spending figures show sales jumped 0.7 per cent in October (following an 
upwardly revised 1.2 per cent rise in September) and were up 4.1 per cent through the 
year.  
 
“The second half of 2013 continues to deliver positive signs for our economy, as NSW 
retail sales grew faster in October than in any other mainland state and growth was above 
the national average,” said Mr Baird. 
 
“NSW also recorded the second strongest growth after Queensland over the past year, 
providing more good news for our economy as we head into the holiday season.   
 
“It’s clear that the recent jump in consumer confidence in NSW and our resilient labour 
market is encouraging households to spend, which is a welcome boost for NSW retailers. 
 
“Retail spending makes up a quarter of all spending in the NSW economy so we are 
pleased to see this recovery following some softer in results in the middle of the year. 
 
“While the economic outlook remains uncertain, NSW consumers are now the most 
confident in the nation and we are hopeful that this trend will continue, particularly in the 
lead-up to Christmas 
 
“The NSW Government will continue to pursue policies that encourage jobs growth to 
further stimulate our economy. Our Jobs Action Plan and large-scale infrastructure 
program aim to do just that,” said Mr Baird. 
 
The NSW economy is performing markedly better on a number of measures including: 

 Economic growth – in the June quarter 2013, NSW had the second strongest 
annual growth of all the States. 

 Jobs – an additional 3,800 jobs were created in NSW in October. NSW holds the 
second lowest unemployment rate in nation, alongside Victoria and Queensland. 
Under the NSW Government, over 94,000 more jobs have been created in NSW. 

 Housing – NSW has experienced its best 12 months in new housing approvals in 
nine years, with 44,628 new houses approved in the 12 months to October 2013. 
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