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NSW BUDGET: ABORIGINAL SERVICES FUNDING 
 
The NSW Government has announced today Budget funding to ensure the future of  
Aboriginal Child and Family Centres (ACFCs) across NSW which provide essential 
and accessible services to Aboriginal people. 
 
Minister for Family and Community Services Brad Hazzard and Treasurer Gladys 
Berejiklian said the NSW Government will spend more than $15 million over four 
years as part of its commitment to the ACFC Program and the vital services provided 
to Aboriginal communities. 
 
“The NSW Government has worked hard to ensure our Budget is in a strong position 
– and when you have that strength you can deliver better services that really make a 
difference to the lives of the people of our State,” Ms Berejiklian said.  
 
Operated largely by Aboriginal Organisations, the centres provide key child 
development functions, including early childhood education and care services as well 
as a range of integrated health programs, such as health checks, disability 
screening, immunisations and paediatric services. 
 
“Since the initial funding under the Commonwealth’s Indigenous Early Childhood 
National Partnership Agreement, the fate of the nine NSW ACFCs has been up in 
the air,” Mr Hazzard said. 
 
“Today’s announcement marks a significant step towards building confidence in 
ACFCs so that local communities work with them towards breaking the cycle of 
disadvantage, protecting vulnerable members of their community and increasing the 
rate and level of education for children in their communities.” 
 
The centres provide culturally appropriate services, tailored to meet the needs of 
communities in and around Ballina, Lightning Ridge, Brewarrina, Gunnedah, 
Toronto, Doonside, Mt Druitt, Minto and Nowra. 
 
An evaluation of ACFCs in 2014 showed that significant progress was made in 
effectively reaching out to families who previously would not have accessed services 
available to them because of a lack of access and affordability. 
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