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Thursday 6 February 2014 
 

NSW RETAIL SALES GROWTH LEADS THE STATES  
 
NSW Treasurer Mike Baird today said NSW had recorded the strongest sales growth of 
the all states on a monthly and quarterly basis. 
 
The latest retail spending figures show sales jumped 0.9 per cent in December and 1.4 per 
cent in the December quarter, pushing sales up 4.2 per cent through the year. 
 
Annual growth in NSW retail sales reached 7.2 per cent in December – the highest level 
since Nov 2009. 
 

 “Today’s figures provide a welcome boost to the NSW economy, as NSW achieved the 
best retail sales growth of all the states in December on a monthly and quarterly basis, and 
growth was above the national average,” said Mr Baird. 
 
“NSW also recorded the strongest growth over the past year, which is good for the 
economy and good for NSW retailers. 
 
“Retail spending makes up nearly a quarter of all spending in the NSW economy so it is 
very pleasing to see that 2013 finished with such a strong result. 
 
“Ongoing economic uncertainty continues to have an impact on consumer confidence, but 
we are optimistic that this strong growth will continue this year.” 
 
The NSW economy is performing markedly better on a number of measures including: 

 Economic growth – in the September quarter 2014, NSW recorded the second 
strongest annual growth of all the States.  

 Jobs –NSW holds the second lowest unemployment rate in nation. Under the NSW 
Liberals & Nationals Government, over 80,100 more jobs have been created in 
NSW. 

 Housing – NSW has experienced its best 12 months in new housing approvals 
since 2004, with 46,732 new houses approved in the 12 months to December 
2013. 
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